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Equal Rights Amendment Introduced 
In Eighty Second Congress 


Senator O’Conor Chief Sponsor in Senate 


HE opening of the 82nd Congress on January 3, 

1951 brought the fifteenth demand for equal rights 
on the part of American women. Since 1923, the Equal 
Rights Amendment has been introduced in every 
Congress, from the 68th to the 81st. Starting with a 
sponsor in each house, the 
number has increased vntil — 
this Eighty-second Con- 
gress counts 103 sponsors 
in the House, 27 in the 
Senate. 

On the first day of this 
session, January the third, 
Katherine St. George, Con- 
gresswoman from the 29th 
District of New York, and 
chief sponsor of the Equal (im 
Rights Amendment in the . Silspaausiemnennes 
House of Representatives 2 
in the 8lst Congress, again ee 
introduced the measure 
(H.J.Res.52) and it was 


Committee. 

It reads: Equality of 
rights under the law shall 
not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or any. 
State on account of sex.. 

On January 8, Senator 
Herbert R. O’Conor of 
Maryland introduced a sim- 
ilar resolution (S.J.Res.3.) 
in the Senate. 

Senator O’Conor is now 
chief sponsor of the Amend- 
ment in the Senate and the 
National Woman’s Party 
considers this fact a har- 
binger of success in the 
82nd Congress. 

He had long been an ad- 
vocate of equal rights. When Governor of Maryland 
he declared himself in favor of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and he has consistently repeated his 
declaration as a Senator. 

When accepting chief sponsorship of the Amend- 
ment Senator O’Conor made an eloquent statement 
which we quote in part: 

“The proposal advanced by S. J. Resolution 3, which 
! introduced, namely, that the citizens of the United 
States, through their elected representatives in the 
various states, should have the opportunity of ex- 
pressing themselves on this question, is one that has 


. 


SENATOR HERBERT R. O’CONOR 


Democrat of Maryland 
Chief Sponsor of the Equal Rights Amendment in the 
United States Senate 


been before Congress continuingly since 1923. There 
never has been an unfavorable report on the matter; 
neither has there been any favorable final action. It is 
a record which the women of the United States find 
difficult to understand. 

“It would seem to bear 


emphasis that, through the 
proposed Constitutional 
Amendment, no advantage 
is being sought for the wo- 
men of the country to 
which they are not justly 
entitled. Stated quite sim- 
cee ply, it merely would estab- 
ae lish equality of rights for 
——— men and women under the 

Constitution and the laws - 
. of the respective states, and 

under Federal statutes. It 
would grant specifically to 
one half of our population, 
the women, what the other 
half has enjoyed from the 
beginning. 

“It would wipe out re- 
strictons and discrimina- 
tions which women, because 
of their sex and for no 
other reason, have been 
subjected to since the Con- 
stitution was adopted. 

“When the women of 
America have so amply 
justified their right to be 
classed as citizens of equal 
merit, and with so many 
countries of the world al- 
ready recognizing their 
claim to equality, it is an 
inexplicable situation, and 
one which should no longer 
be tolerated, that the dis- 

criminations and restrictions still are allowed to re- 
main part of our laws. The Equal Rights Amendment 
is the proper instrument by which this discrimination 
can be eradicated. I shall do everything within my 
power to secure speedy consideration and action by 
the Senate and have every confidence that my efforts 
will be supported by the great majority of- my 
colleagues.” 

Both the Maryland Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party and the Women’s O’Conor Club of Maryland, 
who urged him to introduce the Amendment, were 

(Continued on page 5) 


i 
Copy... 
} 
a 


2 EQUAL RIGHTS January-February, 1951 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


Official Organ of the 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Capitol Hill Washington 2, D. C. 


Published at 
144 Constitution Ave., N. E., Washington 2, D. C. 


Entered as second class matter at the post- 
office at Washington, D. C., under the Act of 
March 3, 1879. 


Subscription $1.50 a Year 
Foreign Subscription, $2.00 


EQUAL RIGHTS COMMITTEE 


ANNE CARTER Editor 
MAMIE SYDNEY MIZEN Associate Editor 
DORA G. OGLE Circulation Manager 
GRACE HEACOCK Advertising 
Founder and Honorary Chairman Honorary Chairmen 
Alice Paul, N. J. Elsie Hill, Conn. 


Jane Norman Smith, Vt. 
Florence Bayard Hilles, Del. 
Anita Pollitzer, S. C. 


National Chairman Agnes E. Wells, Mich. 
lst Vice Chairman Emma Guffey Miller, Pa. 
2nd Vice Chairman Helen Hunt West, Fla. 
$rd Vice Chairman Florence A. Armstrong, Iowa & Va. 
4th Vice Chairman Betty Gram Swing, Conn. 
5th Vice Chairman Pearl M. Sayre, Okla. 
Secretary _.....Mamie Sydney Mizen, Wyo. 
Assistant Secretaries {Mabel VanDyke Beer, D. C. 
Treasurer Mabel Hiatt, D. C. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 


Nina B. Horton Avery, Va. Mabel E. Griswold, Wis. 
Ernestine Hale Bellamy, Mass. Alice M. Kachadourian, Md. 
Queen Walker Boardman, Cal. Mary C. Kennedy, Ind. 
Irene Mary Brooks, Mich. Burnita Shelton Matthews, D. C. 
Cecil Norton Broy, Va. Marion May, N. Y. 

Anne Carter, Texas Perle S. Mesta, R. I. 

Mary Sinclair Crawford, Cal. Ethel Ernest Murrell, Fla. 
Adda Lutz Ferguson, Pa. Natalie Gray Sheffer, Cal. 
Elizabeth Forbes, Md. Hazel Smith, Neb. 

Yerda Ford, N.Y. Gussie T. Viekers, N. J. 
Marie Moore Forrest, Va. Amelia Himes Walker, Md. 
Virginia Starr Freedom, Md. Barbara C. Wilkin, N. Y. 


Margaret C. Williams, Conn. 


TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 

“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

‘This amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introduced: 


In Senate, Jan. 8, 1951 by Senator Herbert R. O’Conor (D), Md. with 
27 co-sponsors. 

In House, Jan. 3, 1949, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. Y., 
with 103 co-sponsors. 


On Its Way... 


The Honorable Katherine St. George, in a stirring 
address as its chief sponsor, forwarded the Equal 
Rights Amendment on its way through the 82nd Con- 
gress on February 2. Representatives John Phillips of 
California and Edwin Arthur Hall of New York elo- 
quently seconded her remarks. 

To her colleagues of the House Mrs. St. George said 
in part: 

“The Equal Rights Amendment... is, a matter that is en- 
tirely outside and above party politics and it seems rather 
cynical not to say plain dishonest, that after all these pro- 
fessions of policy and planks in the platforms, nothing has been 
done to carry out these solemn promises... . 

“If women have the right to vote they certainly have the 
right to be considered equal under the Constitution. 

“The fight for suffrage was more intense and vehement than 
this one, but this amendment will be written into the Constitu- 
tion in time. It is the last step on the long road toward freedom 
for women in the United States. We want equality, not protec- 
tion. We want justice, not privilege... . 

“Mr. Speaker, I include as part of my remarks the names of 
all the sponsors of this amendment: 

“Alabama: Frank W. Boykin, Car! Elliott, Laurie C. Battle. 
Arizona: John R. Murdock. Arkansas: Wilbur D. Mills, Boyd 
Tackett, W. F. Norrell, Oren Harris. California: Hubert B. 
Scudder, Clair Engle, Jack Z. Anderson, Allan Oakley Hunter, 
Ernest K. Bramblett, Norris, Poulson, Gordon L. McDonough, 


Do You Know wee: 


... THAT equal pay laws are on the statute books of 
twelve states and of Alaska? Montana and Michigan 
seem to be the pioneers, having passed their laws in 
1919. Maine, Connecticut, California and Alaska 
caught up with them in 1949. Rhode Island was three 
years ahead of this group, Pennsylvania, two, as was 
New Hampshire. Massachusetts, New York and IIl- 
inois enacted equal pay legislation during or im- 
mediately after World War II. Some laws such as 
those of Illinois and Michigan, apply only to manu- 
facturing. Other states included much wider cover- 
age in the statutes. 


... THAT the question of jury service for women is 
a great concern in faraway Perth, in Western Aus- 
tralia? “Dawn,” a publication of the Woman’s Service 
Guilds in Western Australia, tells of the submission by 
the attorney-general to the Government a proposal to 
amend the existing jury law to read “person” instead 
of “man,” or by providing that if the latter term is 
used, it may be taken to mean “woman” as well. 


... THAT in the last month of 1950 both Houses of 
the Cuban legislature passed an act granting women 
equal civil rights with men? The first bill on this 
subject was introduced in 1936. Somehow the Con- 
gress of the United States can’t get up anything like 
that sort of speed. Our Equal Rights fight began 
about a quarter of a century ago. Well? 


Donald L. Jackson, Carl Hinshaw, Harry R. Sheppard, John 
Phillips, Clinton D. McKinnon. Colorado: Byron G. Rogers. 
Connecticut: John A. McGuire. Delaware: J. Caleb Boggs. 
Florida: Chester B. McMullen, A. S. Herlong, Jr., Dwight L. 
Rogers. Idaho: John T. Wood. Illinois: Wi liam L. Dawson, 
Richard W. Hoffman, Edgar A. Jonas, Leslie C. Arends, Sid 
Simpson, William Springer. Indiana: E. Ross Adair, Earl 
Wilson. Iowa: Henry O. Talle, H. R. Gross, Paul Cunningham. 
Kansas: Clifford R. Hope. Kentucky: Thruston Ballard Morton, 
Brent Spence, Thomas R. Underwood, Carl D. Perkins, James S. 
Golden. Louisana: F. Edward Hebert, Otto E. Passman. Maine: 
Charles P. Nelson. Maryland: Edward T. Miller, James P. S. 
Devereux, vig H. Fallon. Massachusetts: Harold D. Donohue, 
Christian A. Herter, William H. Bates. Michigan: Roy 0. 
Woodruff, Ruth Thompson. Minnesota: Harold C. Hagen. 
Missouri: Morgan H. Moulder. Nebraska: A. L. Miller. ew 
iy ge” | L. Towe. New York: Abraham J. Multer, Ralph 
W. Gwinn, Katharine St. George, William T. Byrne, Edwin 
Arthur Hall, William E. Miller, Edmund P. Radwan, Daniel A. 
Reed. North Carolina: Thurmond Chatham, Charles B. Deane, 
Monroe M. Redden. North Dakota: Usher L. Burdick. Ohio: 
Robert T. Secrest, Frank T. Bow, J. Harry McGregor, Wayne 
L. Hays, George H. Bender. Oklahoma: William G. Stigler, 
Tom Steed, Toby Morris, Victor Wickersham. Oregon: Lowell 
Stockman, Homer D. Angell. Pennsylvania: William A. Bar- 
rett, William T. Granahan, Earl Chudoff, William J. Green, Jr. 
Harry P. O’Neill, James F. Lind, Louis E. Graham, Carroll D. 
Kearns, Robert J. Corbett, James G. Fulton. Tennessee: Clifford 
Davis. Virginia: Howard W. Smith. Washington: Russell V. 
Mack, Walt Horan, Thor C. Tollefson.. West Virginia: Har 
O. Staggers, Cleveland M. Bailey, M. G. Burnside, E. H. Hed- 
rick. isconsin: Gardner R. Withrow. Hawaii: Joseph R. 
Farrington.” 


In the Senate, these senators are co-sponsors with 
Chief Sponsor Senator Herbert R. O’Conor (D.), of 
Maryland. | 


Owen Brewster (R.), Me. Wm. E. Jenner (R.), Ind. 
Hugh Butler (R.), Nebr. Wm. F. Knowland (R.), Calif. 
J. Marshall Butler (R.,) Md. Wm. Langer (R.), N. Dak. 
Harry P. Cain (R.), Wash. Geo. W. Malone (R.), Nevada 
H. E. Capehart (R.), Wash. Edward Martin (R.), Penna. 
Dennis Chevez (D.), N. M. Richard M. Nixon (R.), Calif. 
Zales N. Ecton (R.), Mont. Joheph C. O’Mahoney (D.),Wyo. 
Homer Ferguson (R.), Mich. Andrew F. Schoeppel (R.),Kans. 
Ralph E. Flanders (R.), Vt. Margaret Chase Smith (R.), Me. 
Guy M. Gillette (R.), Iowa Edward J. Thye (R.), Minn. 

R. C. Hendrickson (R.), N. J. Arthur V. Watkins (R.), Utabk. 
B. C. Hickenlooper (R.), lowa Alexander Wiley (R.), Wisc. 
Lester C. Hunt (D.), Wyoming Milton R. Young, (R.), N. Dal. 
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CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
May 25, 26, 27, 1951, Washington, D. C. — 


HE Officers and the Council of the National 

Woman’s Party hereby give notice that the Na- 
tional Convention of the organization will be held in 
Washington, D. C. Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May 
25, 26 and 27. 

This Call is being sent out immediately following the 
opening of the 82md Congress. We are happy to an- 
nounce that Senator Herbert R. O’Connor, of Mary- 
land, whose championship of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment since his election to the Senate in 1946 is remem- 
bered with gratitude, will be the Chief Sponsor in the 
Senate. Representative Katharine St. George of New 
York, Chief Sponsor in the 80th and 81st Congresses, 
will pilot our Equal Rights Amendment through the 
82nd Congress, we are delighted to report. 

The Democratic and Republican Parties through 
their National Conventions in 1948, in almost identical 


Emma Guffey Miller, Pennsylvania 

First Vice Chairman 

Helen Hunt West, Florida 

Second Vice Chairman 

Florence A. Armstrong, Virginia 
hairman 


Secretary 


Mamie Sydney Mizen, Wyoming 


Mildred Palmer, D. C. 
Mabel VanDyke Baer, D. C. 
Assistant Secretaries 


Gladys Houston Greiner, Maryland 


Call to the Convention 


words, recommended to Congress the submission of the 
Equal Rights Amendment. The Amendment which 
has just been introduced in this Congress, in the House 
by a Republican and in the Senate by a Democrat, 
reads: “Equality of rights under the law shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any 
State on account of sex.” 

Let us all resolve to do our utmost in our own States 
to ensure the adoption of the Amendment before June 
1951, near the end of the 103d Anniversary of the 
first Equal Rights meeting in Seneca Falls in 1848. 

You are asked to meet with us May 25, 26, 27, 1951 
in the Capital City, at the Hotel Statler, while Con- 
gress is in session, to take whatever steps are neces- 
sary in the campaign for Equal Rights for women. 

AGNES E. WELLS, Michigan, 
National Chairman. 


Elizabeth Forbes, Maryland 
Convention Chairman 
Irene Brooks, Michigan 
Convention Co-Chairman 


Convention Committees other than above: 


4 NOMINATIONS: 

Third Vice C | Acting Treasurer Cecil Norton Broy, Vi Chairman 
Betty Gram Swing, Vermont Mary G. Roebling, New Jersey Elizabeth Forbes, Mary 

Fourth Vice Chairman Assistant Treasurer Mildred Palmer, D. C. 

Pearl M. Sayre, Oklahoma Convention Secretary, Program Committee 

Fifth Vice Chairman Mildred Palmer amie Mizen, Chairman 


For all information about the Convention write to Mrs. Forbes or Mrs. Brooks, c/o National 
Woman’s Party, 144 Constitution Avenue, N. E., Washington, D. C. or to Mildred Palmer, Con- 


vention Secretary. 


Rooms for a limited number of officers will be available at National Headquarters. 
Convention Headquarters: Hotel Statler, Washington, D. C. 


A block of rooms is being held for the National Woman’s Party. Please make reservations direct 
to Hotel Statler saying you are coming to NWP convention. Room rates: Single $5.00-$13.00— 
Twin $10.00-$16.00—Suites $23 and up. Registration: Delegates, $2.50; guests, $3.00. 


Revision of By-Laws of the National Woman’s Party 


A Committee for the Revision of By-laws was elected 
at the December 10th, 1950, meeting of the National 
Council. Those elected were Adda Lutz Ferguson of 
Pennslyvania and Jane Norman Smith of Vermont. 
The Council recommended that the Constitution and 
By-laws be revised in two places: Article IV, Section 
2, and Article X, Section 2, the exact wording of the 
proposed revision to accompany the Call. 

These changes were recommended in order to facili- 
tate the work of the organization by providing that 
officers be installed before the Convention adjourns, 
thus making it possible for the old and new Councils to 
meet at once. 


Proposed Amendments to By-Laws 
(Adopted April 3, 1949) 

Article IV, Sec. 2—Section 2, of Article IV, of the 
By-Laws adopted April 3, 1949, shall be amended by 
striking out all of Section 2, and substituting the fol- 
lowing : | 

“Sec. 2. The officers of this organization shall be a 

Chairman, five Vice-Chairmen, a Secretary, two 


Assistant Secretaries, a Treasurer, and two Assist- 
ant Treasurers. The term of office of each officer 
shall begin immediately following the adjournment 
of the Convention at which her election took place, 
and shall expire two years thereafter, or at the time 
her elected successor takes office. Any vacancy occur- 
ring in the aforementioned offices shall be filled by 
the National Council.” 

Article X, Sec. 2—Section 2, of Article X, of the 
By-Laws adopted April 3, 1949, shall be amended by 
striking out all of Section 2, and substituting the 
following: 

“Sec. 2. A regular meeting of the National 
Council, in conjunction with the outgoing council, 
shall be held promptly after the adjournment of the 
Convention. Subsequent regular meetings of the 
National Council shall be held at times and places 
designated by the National Chairman after consul- 
tation with the National officers.” 

Committee for Revision of By-Laws 
JANE NORMAN SMITH, 
ADDA LUTZ FERGUSON, Chairman, 
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Will Every Woman in the World Have Equal Rights? 
~ Let’s See What The United Nations Has To Say! 


By MABEL RAEF PUTNAM 


To women in every country, on every continent of 


this planet, December 4, 1950 is an eventful date. 


For, on this day, the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, in plenary session, at Flushing Meadows, New 
York, adopted a resolution by which it decided “to 
include .. . in the draft Covenant on Human Rights 
an explicit recognition of the equality of men and 
women.” This resolution was first introduced in the 
Third Committee of the Assembly as an amendment 
to another resolution, reading: 

“The General Assembl . decides to include eco- 


nomic, social and calvurat rights in the draft Covenant 
on Human Rights.” 


While this resolution was being debated the delegate 
from Iraq, Madame Bedia Afnan, proposed an amend- 
ment reading “and an explicit recognition of the 
equality of men and women on related rights, as set 
forth in the Charter of the United Nations.” This 
amendment was accepted by the Third Committee on 
November 14, 1950, by a vote of 34 to 0, with 13 
abstentions. It was then sent to the Plenary Session 
of the Assembly and there approved on December 4, 
by the entire Assembly. So the resolution, in full, 
reads as follows: 


“The General Assembly . . . decides to include eco- 
nomic, social and cultural rights in the draft Covenant 
on Human Rights and an explicit recognition of the 


equality of men and women on related rights, as set 
forth in the Charter of the United Nations.” 


In addition, the Assembly voted, the same day, 
December 4 to request the Commission on Human 
Rights to take into consideration in its further work 
or revising the Covenant, certain proposals: 


a) “Every citizen, irrespective of ... sex, shall be 
guaranteed by the State an opportunity to take part 
in the government of the State, to elect and be elected 
to all organs of authority ... and to occupy any State 
or public office.” 


b) “Access to education shall be open to all without 
distinction of sex ... and this right shall be ensured 
by the State.” 


c) “Women shall enjoy in their work, rights and 
privileges which shall not be less than those enjoyed by 
men and they shall receive equal pay with men for 
equal work.” 


d) “The right freely to combine in trade unions shall 
be guaranteed to all hired workers without distinction 
as to sex.” 


Two Articles bearing on the status of women which 
the Human Rights Commission had itself incorporated 
in the draft Covenant prior to submitting the Covenant 
to the 1950 Assembly, remain in the Covenant un- 
touched, as follows: 


“Article 12—Everyone shall have the right to recog- 
nition everywhere as a person before the law.” 


“Article 17—All are equal before the law; all shall 
be accorded equal protection of the law without dis- 
tinction on any ground such as... sex.” 


These were the only two articles relating in any way 
to the position of women in the draft Covenant, as it 
was sent to the 1950 Assembly from the Human Rights 
Commission. 


The importance of the adoption by the General As- 
sembly of the resolution on the explicit recognition of 
the equality of men and women cannot be overesti- 
mated. For, the Covenant on Human Rights is de- 
signed to be a Bill of Rights for the world—the first 
World Bill of Rights in history. This United Nations 


Covenant on Human Rights is to be to the people of 
the world what the Bill of Rights of the United States 
has been to its citizens. It is to be presented to the 
government of every member nation as a treaty 
which when ratified by the nations will set up a world 
law to which the nations must conform. 


The proposed Covenant is of great importance to 
citizens of the United States because of the far reach- 
ing effect upon our people of a treaty of this type when 
signed and ratified by our Government. 


Article VI of the Constiution. of the United States 
as follows as to treaties: 


... all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall 
be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or 
Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 


Mr. Justice Holmes, in delivering an opinion in 1920 
involving an interpretation of Article VI of the Con- 
stitution said: 


.. - Acts of Congress are the supreme law of the land 
only when made in pursuance of the Constitution, while 
treaties are declared to be so when made under the 
authority of the United States. It is open to question 
whether the authority of the: United States means more 
than the formal acts prescribed to make the convention. 
We do not mean to imply that there are no qualifica- 
tions to the treaty-making power; but they must be 
ascertained in a different way. It is obvious that there 
may be matters of the sharpest exigency for the national 
well-being that an act of Congress could’ not deal 
with, but a treaty followed by such an act could, and 
it is not lightly to be assumed that, in matters re- 
quiring national action, “a power which must belong 
to and somewhere reside in every civilized government” 
a on a be found. (Missouri v Holland, 252 U. S. 416 


The very introduction of the resolution, by which 
the General Assembly decided “to include in the 
Covenant on Human Rights... an explicit recognition 
of the equal rights of men and women,” was a highly 
dramatic happening because it was introduced by the 
delegate from Iraq, Madame Afnan, and her chief sup- 
porters in this movement were the delegate from 
India, Madame Lakshmi Menon and the delegate from 
Indonesia, Miss Artati Sudirjo. 


Women from the Far East taking the lead in this 
movement at the United Nations! Why not the dele- 
gate from the United States, the cradle of freedom? 
Why not the delegates from the other countries on this 
Hemisphere, particularly those from the American 
Republics which, in their last Conference at Bogota 
in 1948, adopted two equal rights treaties for women? 
Why not the delegates from European countries which 
claim to have recognized the equality of women long 
ago? Why should Asiatic wemen—those who only a 


few years ago had comparatively little freedom — in- 


troduce this equal rights resolution? 


When the General Assembly convened in New York 
in September 1950, members of the World Woman’s 
Party gathered at Flushing Meadows for the opening 
plenary meetings, and later at Lake Success where 
they sat in the spectators chairs surrounding the horse- 
shoe at which the official delegates were seated. They 
came to see what the World Covenant would have to 
say on the rights and freedom of women. They at- 
tended every session and kept constant watch to see 
that everything possible was done to keep the cause 
of equality for women before the Assembly. $i. 
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On the inside of the Third Committee, at the horse- 
shoe table, were the 15 women delegates who were 
official representatives of their respective countries— 
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark, Domini- 
can Republic, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Netherlands, Nor- 
way, Poland, Sweden, United Kingdom, and the United 
States. Two of these women were full delegates—Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt of the United States and Miss Min- 
erva Bernardino of the Dominican Republic. The 
others were alternate delegates, or official consultants 
to their delegations. Many of these women had 
worked indefatigably in their own countries for equal 
rights for women over many years. 


The World Woman’s Party members who had 
worked for the inclusions of the two Articles referred 
to above, Articles 12 and 17, in the draft Covenant 
bearing on the status of women, when the Human 
Rights Commission was at work on the draft of the 
Covenant were grateful that these two articles had 
been included. They felt, however, that there should 
be included an article on the equality of the sexes that 
would be so clear that it could not be misinterpreted. 
The one which Madame Afnan introduced, calling for 
“explicit recognition of the equality of men and 
women” was one that certainly voiced the feeling of all 
women at the Assembly who were working for the 
equality cause. Mrs. Roosevelt and her alternate on 
the Committee, Mrs. Edith Sampson, gave no help to 
equal rights for women in the Third Committee. The 
women delegates from the other western world nations 
seemed to feel it would be embarrassing for any of 
them to take this action in opposition to the delegate 
from the United States. 


But, fortunately for all women, the women from 
the Far East were eloquent in the Third Committee 
sessions for equal rights for women. They were 
courageous. They even challenged the powerful In- 
ternational Labor Organization (ILO), which, since 
1919 has sought to eliminate women from well paid 
jobs in industry through no-night work and other 
discriminatory treaties. Madame Menon pointed out 
in the Third Committee that the ILO, an agency of the 
United Nations, was at that very moment sponsoring 
treaties based on inequality between men and women: 
that therefore it was absolutely necessary to women 
that the present Covenant contain an Article so ex- 
plicit on the subject of equality as to make further 
unequal United Nations treaties, as the night work for 
women treaty, impossible. 


The members of the Third Committee also expressed 
their disapproval of the narrow scope of the draft 
Covenant on Human Rights, as drawn up by the 
Human Rights Commission. They voiced their criti- 
cisms so vehemently and positively that the Third 
Committee, instead of accepting the document as pre- 
sented to it by the Human Rights Commission, re- 
turned it to the Assembly with the recommendation 
that the Assembly return it to the Commission with 
definite directives for further revision. 

The Human Rights Commission is scheduled to meet 
again on April 16, 1951. It is expected that the 1951 
General Assembly will take final action on the Cove- 
nant when it convenes next September. 

The “equal rights for women” movement has 
reached the point that women from the far nations of 
tae earth are delegates and alternates and advisors to 
the United Nations Assembly. But it is these women 
steadily on guard to protect women’s rights, from the 
outside, entirely unofficially, who- were really re- 
sponsible for the Assembly’s adoption of the above 
equality resolution and we of the Woman’s Party must 
be grateful for the continuous work of the World 
Woman’s Party which since the formation of the 


United Nations in 1945 at San Francisco, has been 
present at every session of the United Nations Assem- 
bly, ever at work, for the elimination of all suggestions 
which would discriminate against women and for the 
adoption of all equal rights measures. Representatives 
of the World Woman’s Party attendng the 1950 ses- 
sions were Miss Elsie Hill, Miss Anita Pollitzer, Mrs. 
Lloyd Williams, Mrs. Leslie Black, Mrs. Nina Broderick 
Price, Mrs. George T. Vickers, Mrs. John Forest, Mrs. 
Marie C. Heldring Bye, and Miss Alice Paul, founder 
of the National Woman’s Party and the World Wo- 
man’s Party. 

It is particularly inspiring to see the unity of 
women around the globe in their effort to obtain equal 
rights for women. As, for instance, the activity of the 
three distinguished women from the Far East who 
took the leadership for the women’s cause in the 1950 
General Assembly. 

Madame Afnan, of Bagdad, who represented Iraq 
on the Third Committee, is a graduate of the American 
College at Istanbul and was formerly inspector of the 
public schools of Iraq. The Ministry of Education lent 
her to the Ministry of Foreign Service and she is now 
attached to the Embassy of Iraq in Washington, D. C. 

Madame Menon, after receiving degrees from the 
Universities of Madras, London and Lucknow, was a 
lecturer for six years on the staff of two women’s 
colleges affiliated with the universities of Madras and 
Lucknow. She has been the honorary secretary-gen- 
eral and editor of the journal “Roshni” of the All India 
Women’s Conference since 1928. She was an alternate 
representative from India to the United Nations in 
1949. Until recently she was Chief of the Status of 
Women Section of the United Nations. 

Miss Surdijo, who represented Indonesia on the 
Third Committee, was formerly active in the movement 
to establish the Republic of Indonesia. She was at the 
battlefront in 1945 and 1946 as a newspaper corre- 
spondent, although a practicing lawyer. She is now 
a member of the Indonesian Foreign Service. 

The comments of Madame Afnan and Madame 
Menon, after the adoption of the equality resolution 
which Madame Afnan had introduced into the Third 
Committee illustrate the unity of women the world 
over in their desire for equal rights. Madame Afnan 
said: “We feel that we owe the inspiration for our 
achievement to the example of the women of the West 
who have won so much for the women of the world, 
by their valiant struggle.” Madame Menon said: “At 
this time, when the sight of the struggle between the 
East and the West saddens the world, it is inspiring to 
behold the unity among the women of all nations who 
are working side by side to raise the status of women.” 


Equal Rights .. . 
(Continued from page 1) 

especially happy to hear that he is the chief sponsor 
in the Senate. 

Senator’ Herbert R. O’Conor, a native son of 
Maryland, was born in Baltimore and educated in 
Maryland schools. After graduating from Maryland 
University, he was appointed People’s Counsel of the 
Public Service Commission. In 1923 he became State’s 
Attorney and in 1934, Attorney General for Maryland. 
In 1938, he was elected Governor of Maryland, in which 
office he served two terms. He was elected to the 
‘United States Senate in 1946. Upon the defeat of Sen- 
ator Tydings, he became Senior Senator of his State. 
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A NEW CAMPUS PROJECT 


During the first week in December Purdue Uni- 
versity inaugurated a new Student Plan called the “Old 
Masters Project.” 


The group of Old Masters were chosen by the Stu- 
dent Council, assisted by the Director of Student 
Activities, Dr. G. E. Davis and the Dean of Women, 
Helen Schleman. There were two women, one the 
head of an Insurance Company, and myself represent- 
ing Campus life. The eight men represented campus 
and industry and business. One, President Emeritus of 
a College in the Middle West; one, a Professor in a 
West Coast College; a President of a large Agricul- 
tural Products, Company ; two Vice Presidents of large 
railroad systems, one eastern and one western; one 
President of an important Bridge Company in the 
East; a Vice President of a large Chemical Company 
in the East; and the President of a Business Manage- 
ment Company. Two were Purdue graduates. 


No public meetings or large convocations were 
planned. Small groups of students met informally with 
the ten “Old Masters” for four days, to discuss how to 
make the transition from College to Life-off-the- 
Campus. Many of the questions asked of the Old 
Masters were a surprise to us all, such as, “Does in- 
tegrity play any important part in success?” What 
constitutes success?” ““What part is played in a home 
community’s estimate of a student by his Scholastic 
and Campus citizenship standing?” “Does a wife play 
any great part in the business success of her husband?” 
A question asked by both men and women students 
was, “Shall I postpone marriage until after the war?” 


The Equal Rights Amendment was exciting news to 
the group of women students. And when they heard 
about the National Woman’s Party and my connec- 
tion with it, the questions came thick and fast. It was 
stimulating to see the reaction of these intelligent 
young women. Inequalities in the law will soon be only 
a memory if they have their way. 


Two hosts or hostesses were assigned to each Old ~ 


Master. These students arranged for group meetings, 
breakfasts, luncheons, banquets. To express their ap- 
preciation of time given by busy women and men, the 
Old Masters were given a beautifully illuminated and 
framed statement which read: “Purdue University 
presents to (in my case) Agnes Wells this Testimonial. 
In recognition and Appreciation of leadership and 
Meritorious services rendered as Educational Coun- 
selor in Purdue University’s Old Masters Program. 
Presented this 7th Day of December 1950” and signed 
with the Purdue University seal and ribbons, by Presi- 
dent Frederick Hovde, Director of Student Activities, 
Dr. George E. Davis and President of Student Council 
John Mitchell. 
AGNES E. WELLS, 
Emeritus Dean of Women, 
Indiana University, National Chairman N. W. P. 


American Association of University 
Women in Los Angeles Support 
Equal Rights Amendment 


On January 6, 1951 the Los Angeles Branch of the 
American Association of University Women passed 
the following resolution unanimously and with great 
enthusiasm. 


Whereas, The United States Supreme Court has by 
many decisions ruled that the term PERSONS as 
used in the Constitution does not apply to women, 
thereby upholding laws that deprive women of the 
—- of their children, wages and property rights; 
an 


Whereas, The vote on the Equal Rights Amendment in 
the Senate in January 1950 is proof of the strength 
of the demand of American women for equality of 
rights; and 


Whereas, The only recourse of the opponents in the 
Senate to defeat the Amendment was to add the 
Hayden rider at the last moment without giving the 
J eee Committee any opportunity to vote on it; 
an 


Whereas, The Hayden rider is directly contradictory 
to the objective of the Equal Rights Amendment. as 
expressed by leading constitutional authorities; and 


Whereas, The area of discrimination against women 
is Ag greater than the area of protection of women; 
an 


Whereas, The Amendment does not remove from Con- 
gress or any state the power to pass protective legis- 
oe for any group of citizens including women; 


Whereas, Both political parties have endorsed it, and 
the Attorney General has stated publicly that the 
Equal Rights Amendment ought to be incorporated 
in the Constitution of the United States, to bring it 
into accord with the Charter and other documents 
of the United Nations; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Association of 
University Women reject the Hayden Rider*, which 
pie inequality into the Constitution; and be it 

urther 


RESOLVED, That the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women support an unqualified equal rights 
amendment to the United States Constitution. 


* Hayden Rider—‘“The provisions of this article shall not be construed to 
impair any rights, benefits or exemptions now or hereafter conferred by law 
upon persons of the FEMALE sex.”’ . 
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News From The States 


CALIFORNIA 


On December 6, at a meeting of the Southern Cali- 
fornia Branch—the following new officers were in- 
stalled for the coming year: 


President, Mrs. Doris Haynes Wright; Ist Vice- 
President, Mrs. Ella Volstead Allen; 2nd Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Helen Lee MacKellar; 3rd Vice-President, 
Mrs. Patricia Goodrich, 4th Vice-President, Mrs. Nellie 
Parr; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Evelyn Young; Cor- 
responding Secretary, Miss Lola Tomlinson; Treasurer, 
Mrs. Josephine Terrill; Auditor, Miss Lillian Hage; 
Parliamentarian, Miss Winona McGuire. 


Advisory Committee: Dr. Mary Sinclair Crawford, 
Chairman, Mrs. Queen Walker Boardman, Co-Chair- 
man, Mrs. Mabel Kinney, Judge Georgie Bullock, Judge 
Clarence L. Kincaid. 


At this meeting the following resolution was passed: 
RESOLVED that in view of the national emergency, 
the Southern California Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party favors the universal draft of women 
for national defense equally with men. However, 
inasmuch as the Sureme Court of the United States 
has ruled that the word “persons” in the Constitu- 
tion applies to men only, in justice to women there 
should first be adopted an unqualified equal rights 
amendment to the Constitution. 


MARYLAND 


We opened our 1950-1951 Season by introducing 
the Maryland women candidates who were running 
for public office. A resolution was passed to support 
all candidates who were members of our local branch. 


Many women in our organization, interviewed all 
candidates running for office, giving information and 
literature and securing promises of their support of 
the Equal Rights Amendment if elected. 


Two deceased members of the Maryland State 
Branch left bequests; $500.00 from Mrs. Sweeten and 
$300.00 from the Maddox Fund, Miss Helen Elizabeth 
Brown, Trustee. 


In December, Senator O’Conor promised us he would 
sponsor our Amendment, as early as possible, on the 
floor of the Senate, and our Senator has lived up 
to his promise, and has also been assured of coopera- 
tion and support from our new Senator, Hon. John 
Marshall Butler. 


OHIO 


The Columbus Branch of the National Woman’s 
Party featured two out-of-town speakers for its lunch- 
eon meeting on January 13 at the Fort Hayes Hotel. 
Miss Amy Swisher, former Professor of Art at Miami 
University and now a resident of Delaware, Ohio, spoke 
on “What I expect my Party, the Republican, to do for 
women in the Eighty-second Congress.” 


Miss Betty Horstman, of Dayton, Director of Wo- 
men’s Activities on Station WING, with her own pro- 
gram six days a week, told what she expects her Party, 
the Democratic, to do for women in the Eighty-second 
Congress. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


A dramatization of the Equal Rights campaign was 
oresented by the Christian Science Monitor Youth 
“orum of Boston at its December discussion meeting. 
Written and directed by Ernestine Hale Bellamy, Co- 
chairman of the Junior Council of the National Wo- 
man’s Party, the program featured scenes in the prog- 
ress of the woman movement and was followed by a 
lively discussion period. Interest in the Equal Rights 
Amendment was so keen that the young people felt the 


In Memoriam 


Mrs. Grace Kay Long 


Mrs. Long died in Albany, N. Y. on December 28. She 
was 81. This beautiful tribute appeared in Knicker- 
bocker News (Albany), December 29. “In the death of 
Mrs. Grace Kay Long the cause of equality under the 
law for men and women has lost a staunch supporter. 
From the beginning of the woman suffrage movement 
Mrs. Long was an indefatigable worker for equal rights 
and a few hours before her death was rejoicing that 
a B. Anthony had this year been elected to the Hall 
of Fame. 


“When the amendment to the United States con- 
stitution has passed, declaring that ‘Equality of rights 
under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any state on account of sex,’ Mrs. 
Long will have helped secure that measure. The Na- 
tional Woman’s Party records its great loss in the death 
of this valued member.” 


ELIZABETH -M. HINE, 
Past Chairman, Albany County Branch. 


Mrs. Ada Davenport Kendall 


Mrs. Kendall died several months ago at her home, 
Hamburg, N. Y. She was 84. A brilliant writer from 
her early youth, she was one of Buffalo’s first news- 
paper women and a contributor to many national 
magazines. Mrs. Kendall was one- of the White 
House pickets during World War I. Arrested and 
jailed, her vociferous protests earned her a week in 
“solitary.” When influential friends obtained her re- 
lease, she refused to accept it because the other pickets 
were not also pardoned, and served her 30 days. 


A great fighter in the cause of women—her name 
will be ever remembered by the National Woman’s 


Party. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Selden Rogers 


It is with deep sorrow that we record the recent 
death of one of our oldest friends. A tribute to Mrs. 
Rogers will appear in our next number. sili 


Three Ohio Members at Alva Belmont House 


Three attractive young members of the Dayton, Ohio 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party came to Wash- 
ington during January to interview members of the 
Ohio delegation in Congress with regard to passage of 
the Equal Rights Amendment during this session. They 
stayed at Headquarters and were greatly enjoyed by 
the staff and other members and officers who were 
fortunate enough to meet them during their week’s 
visit. They were Miss Edith N. Pollock, Chairman of 
the Dayton Branch; Mrs. Ruby Brothers, Secretary- 
Treasurer; and Miss Cecelia Mollett, Board member. 


time was ripe to organize a committee to work in 
Massachusetts. 


With the New Year, a new Joint Committee for the 
Equal Rights Amendment came into being. 


Composed of representatives of local organizations, 
the Joint Committee is headed by Miss Florence Gar- 
mon as Chairman and Leonard Colwell as Chairman of 
the Men’s Auxiliary. An Advisory Council is composed 
of Genevieve Morrow Fuller and Ernestine Hale Bell- 
amy, of the Natonal Woman’s Party, and interested 
legislators and men and women outstanding in public 
affairs. 
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spring ...in the fashion-wise collections 
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